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Media Change:
Network TV News



News consumption patterns across media platforms



The American News in Freefall
• Since 2000, of American staff newspaper photographers 

have been laid off. 43 per cent 

• As a percentage, more print journalists have lost their 
jobs than workers in any other significant American 
industry over the last decade (Guardian). 

• 2013 The Chicago Sun-Times laid off its ENTIRE 
photography staff (including Pulitzer Prize Winner John 
White)  https://petapixel.com/2013/05/30/how-the-
internet-killed-photojournalism/

• 2016 the New York Times relied on freelancers to 
provide 50 percent or more of its visuals

• The Wall Street Journal relied on freelancers for 66 
percent of its features imagery and 33 percent of its news 
imagery; 

• The Washington Post relied on freelancers for 80 
percent of its international news imagery, 50 percent of 
its political news imagery, and between 60 and 80 
percent of its national news imagery

https://petapixel.com/2013/05/30/how-the-internet-killed-photojournalism/


INTERNATIONAL NEWS in the U.S.:  Retreating from the World
Jodi Enda (American Journalism Review)

In the US, foreign news coverage dropped 53% from 1985-2010

Closing of foreign offices/bureaus = 20 major U.S. newspapers closed ALL 
foreign bureaus.

NPR, the only US news organization, which increased foreign coverage.

Three types of foreign news
1. Wire Services (Reuters, AP, etc.)

2. Foreign Bureaus

3. Freelancers (“Parachute Journalism/Reporting”)

Global Post (organization of in-country free lancers)
No regular pay or medical coverage.

Crisis Reporting/ Crisis Zones

Modules—LATimes packages modules for other Tribune papers



BBC News
BBC News is the largest broadcast news gathering operation in 

the world.

Foreign correspondents in ~200 countries 

40+ Different Languages

Crisis News: all time peaks of some 1 billion total hits. At peak 
times during the day there were 40,000 page requests per 
second for the BBC News website.

187million Radio Listeners World News Service

388 million TV Households



British Broadcasting Service

 Established in 1927.  The longest established and largest news broadcaster in the 
world.

A publicly owned corporation that operates under a Royal Charter.

• Legally independent from direct government intervention.

• Operations are overseen by 12 Governors who are appointed by the Crown on the advice 
of the Government.

 “Guaranteed” income.  The BBC is funded principally by an annual television 
license fee, which is charged to all United Kingdom households, companies and 
organizations.

Additional Funding:

BBC Worldwide Ltd. Commercial Entertainment 

BBC Radio Times and 

BBC Book publishing. BBC Studios and 

BBC Post Production Ltd

 BBC World News Service is funded by the Foreign Office which is the British 
government department responsible for promoting the interests of the United 
Kingdom abroad.
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